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LOTTERYWEST CHEQUE PRESENTATION — VASSE BY-ELECTION 
Statement 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [5.20 pm]: Members, I could not let this week pass without making 
comment on the government’s answers to my questions concerning the Lotterywest cheque presentation to the 
City of Busselton during the Vasse by-election. As members know Lotterywest has a proud history of making 
recommendations on grant applications independent of political influence. It has always been scrupulous in not 
only ensuring the process is free of political influence, but in also being seen to be free of political influence. 
Successive governments have been very careful to ensure the Lotterywest grant process is and is seen to be free 
of political influence or abuse. 
When Labor was in government, I recall that ministers responsible for Lotterywest were very careful to ensure 
that they respected the fact that Lotterywest funds are public moneys and should not be used for political gain. 
I recall Hon Nick Griffiths when he was the minister responsible for Lotterywest being extremely careful to 
ensure that the task of making Lotterywest cheque presentations were shared between government and 
opposition members. Since being in opposition, I have never been asked to make a Lotterywest cheque 
presentation, and I think the same holds true for my colleagues on the opposition benches. Not long after Labor 
won government and I was first elected to Parliament in 2001, Hon Barry House approached me, complaining 
that Liberal members were no longer receiving invitations to official openings of services and facilities funded or 
part-funded by government moneys. I believed then and still do that governments should not abuse their position 
for political gain, and that when public moneys are used, both opposition and government members should be 
invited to the openings. Following Hon Barry House’s representation, whenever I had any influence on an 
invitation list I ensured that both government and opposition members in the south west received an invitation to 
any openings of services or facilities in which public moneys had been used. The same courtesy has not been 
extended by the Barnett government and it is very rare indeed for me and members of the opposition to get an 
invitation to an opening of any government-funded service or facility. The Barnett government wrongly believes 
that it can treat government money as though it is Liberal Party money. Clearly it is not, and to do so is an abuse 
of the government’s position. 
The Lotterywest cheque presentation during the Vasse by-election was a blatant abuse, and the government’s 
arrogant answers to my questions this week dispelled any doubts on that point. In my view, Lotterywest should 
have held off making a recommendation on any funding applications in the seat of Vasse until after the  
by-election, and by failing to do so has given cause for people to raise questions about political influence. The 
Premier, for his part, having received a recommendation from Lotterywest to approve funding for the Youth and 
Community Activities Precinct in Busselton, should have deferred making a decision and presenting the cheque 
until after the Vasse by-election. The government’s reckless and arrogant actions have damaged Lotterywest’s 
reputation. The government needs to understand that many in the community are disgusted by the government’s 
blatant abuse of its position and the damage this has done to Lotterywest’s reputation. The government can be 
assured that members on the opposition bench will continue to expose such abuse at every opportunity, and if the 
government does not mend its ways, it can be sure that the community will deliver it to the opposition bench. 

House adjourned at 5.24 pm 
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